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Want to write 
for The Big M?
Follow these 
simple steps:

1. Write about anything 
you want.
2. Save your article as 
a Word document or 
RTF file.
3 Email it to us at:  
metsubmissions@aol.com

It’s that easy. So, good 
luck and go get writing.

The Big M is fully funded by the Glasgow 
Metropolitan College Student’s Union and 
brought to you entirely by the students of 
Glasgow Metropolitan College.

thebigm.co.uk domain is the property of Kevin 
Gilmartin.

The Big M is produced on PC and Apple Mac 
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Illustrator and Microsoft Word.

No students were harmed in the production of 
The Big M, honest.

What’s inside...

Well, it’s finally here. We 
took long enough and I 
have a lot less hair than 

I did at the beginning of term but 
what the hell, it’s all in good fun. 
Welcome to The Big M, your 
student magazine. 

We’re very excited to be 
here. This first issue is packed 
full of the best articles that we 
could write and we wanted to 
deal with the sort of things you 
want to read about. We have 
an exclusive interview with 
Manchester Orchestra. They are 
currently touring with Kings of 
Leon and are looking to be the 
band to watch in 2008. 

Also, our Sports Editor 
previews the Hatton versus 
Mayweather fight and commiser-
ates with us all on Scotland’s 
dramatic loss against Italy. 

In addition to that, we’ve 
bagged an exclusive interview 
with Scotland’s top chef, Andrew 

Fairlie out at his restaurant at 
Gleneagles. 

Elsewhere we have articles 
on the size zero debate, Cage 
Wars and Mohammed Atif 
Siddique. 

I hope you enjoy reading 
this issue as much as we have 
enjoyed putting it together. The 
next issue will be out at the 
end of next term and if you get 
hungry for more in the meantime, 
checkout the website at www.
thebigm.co.uk. 

But first, get your teeth into 
the first bite of The Big M…

m

The 
Wee Ed 
says...

A new year, a new magazine, 
yep that’s right The Big M 
is back! A new look and a 

rejuvenated editorial team, The 
Big M is ready to take on the 
world!

I don’t know about the Big Ed 

but is certainly has not been a 
easy ride. Blood, sweat and tears 
have been put into the magazine. 

So, what do we have that’s 
different? This time around 
there will be no ‘limited edition’ 
Space-Invaders poster. I am sure 
many will be disappointed at that. 
We do have a great group of 
guys and gals who can write and 
hopefully everyone at the Met will 
agree. I am rambling on again…

Nevertheless it is exciting to 
have the magazine finally out. 
A few cans of Irn-Bru later and 
there we have it: a magazine 
jam-packed with work that will 
hopefully have everyone talking. 

As troublesome as the 

magazine was to actually create 
the website has ensured all work 
is published. 

The Big M editorial team  
would like to thank Kevin 
Gilmartin who put the website to-
gether and the GMSU for making 
all this possible. 

This new issue of the maga-
zine we hope is a defining one. 
Let this be an encouragement to 
the students of the Met in general 
and not just us journalists. 

So, without further ado have 
a look inside and enjoy!

m

The 
Big Ed 
says...

m

Don’t forget to check out our 
friends at Met Radio.

You can hear Met radio in 
the canteen areas in North 
Hanover Street between 12 
and 1 weekdays or log on to 
Met Radio Online at:

http://www.glasgowmet.
ac.uk/metradioonline

Want to get involved?

Come along to the meetings, 
the last Thursday of every 
month in room 306 (North 
Hanover Street).

Podcasts coming soon. See  
page 23 for more info...

Met Radio
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ticeships and so skilled workers 
from countries such as Poland 
were brought in to fill the skills 
gap. Today we don’t put a face 
to the people coming into the 
country which detaches us from 
the fact that they’re just people 
like us, looking for a better life. 
Instead of blaming the migrants, 
we should be taking a closer 
look at the people who are sup-
posed to be running our  
country.

The Big News...

Many of you will be aware 
that an ex-student of 
Glasgow Metropolitan 

College has recently been sen-
tenced to eight years imprison-
ment for charges of terrorism. 
The case, involving 21 year 
old, Mohammed Atif Siddique, 
has since been appealed which 
restricts what can be published 
at this time. Following the initial 
sentencing his lawyer gave a 
statement saying that he was 
“found guilty of doing what mil-
lions of young people do every 
day - looking for answers on the 
internet”.

Judge Lord Carloway has 
since said that this statement, 
which was widely publicised in 
the media, is simply “not true”. 
Atif Siddique’s lawyer, Aamer 
Anwar, is now facing a hearing 
over possible contempt of court 
as the crimes Atif Siddique was 
sentenced with were serious 
allegations of terrorism, which is 
not merely “doing what millions 
of young people do”.

Our very own Brian Glancey, 
Communications lecturer, was 
a witness in the case but he is 
not at liberty to discuss the finer 
details with us until it has been 
officially closed. It is known that 
during the years Atif Siddique 
spent at our college there were 
two instances where he was 
caught looking at videos of what 
was suspected to be of a terror-
ist nature while in class. On both 
occasions he was told to switch 
it off and did so obediently. 
When Glancey was cross-exam-
ined it was said that he could not 
tell whether or not the footage 

came from a news website.
It is against college policy 

to access sites with terrorist, 
violent or pornographic content 
and you may have inadvertently 
stumbled across sites, which 
cannot be accessed through 
college computers. Although 
there are these restrictions 
already in place to secure 
computer access within the col-
lege little more can be done as I 
learnt when I spoke to Thomas 
Wilson the Principle of Glasgow 
Metropolitan College in what 
may have been his first interview 
on the subject. 

He said “in the world in 
which we live many, many 
people, to be able to do their 
job, need to use the internet”. 
He also said that “we’ve got 
controls on the internet that 
identify porn because clearly 
that’s a degradation of human 
beings and that’s something we 
just can’t tolerate”. Unfortunately 
this rules out the website for 
one of Britain‘s most popular 
tabloid newspapers in case we 
access Nicole, 19, from Surrey‘s 
mind-blowing thoughts on 
Glasgow‘s acceptance to host 
the Commonwealth Games. 
Perhaps as cutting edge as 
these thoughts may be they are 
censoring some of her other 
assets.

Already these restrictions 
infringe on websites, which may 
be used innocently by students 
yet more dangerous sites may 
not be blocked. On the subject 
of blocking certain websites Mr 
Wilson said that it is “much more 
difficult with written material and 

it is particularly difficult if it is not 
in Roman Scripture that you and 
I can read”.

Although we can see that 
restricting computer access 
is for the benefit and safety 
of all students he added “that 
it is important that we don’t 
become the thought police” and 
that “education establishments 
are not about controlling what 
people read”.

A speech from the Head 
of MI5, Jonathan Evans, has 
highlighted concerns that young 
people are being “groomed” 
on the internet by extremists to 
become involved with terrorism 
and that the “number of known 
terrorist sympathisers in Britain 
has risen from 400 to 2,000 
since November 2006”. A list of 
these terrorist sympathisers is 
not circulated within the public 
domain and the only way we 
would be aware of one of these 
people entering our college 
would be through indication 
from police authorities. He said 
that “this year we have seen 

people as young as 15 and 16 
implicated with terrorism” and 
that teenagers and young adults 
such as many of the students at 
the college are in the high risk 
age range to be approached to 
join extremists.

Perhaps the police authori-
ties will soon be facing the same 
kind of pressure to divulge 
the names of known terrorist 
sympathisers to schools as 
we currently have to disclose 
the locations of paedophiles in 
Britain.

During my interview with 
Thomas Wilson we also 
discussed college policy when 
it comes to dealing with people 
suspected of abusing their use 
of college computers to nurture 
an unhealthy interest in terror-
ism. Obviously accusations of 
terrorism would be dealt with 
very seriously and true worries 
or fears should be brought to the 
attention of your lecturer. Both 
lecturers and line managers 
within the college have all been 
trained in the best way to deal 
with these situations.

Glasgow Metropolitan 
College has a very high rate of 
ethnic diversity with 29.3% of 
our students being non-British 
which we should be very proud 
of. Thomas Wilson said that 
having such a large scope of 
cultural diversity means that “our 
students have huge advantages 
in dealing with people from dif-
ferent backgrounds, I think that 
is a very positive thing, I think 
when people come to us from 
other countries they have a very 
positive experience and that’s 
good for them too.” 

We also have very good 
success rates at this college 
with many students going on to 
get related jobs or into their  
desired University course. 
Thomas Wilson thinks that the 
positive aspects of the college 
put this recent incident into 
context. When I asked him if 
he thinks more reassurances 
will have to be given to future 
students at the college, predomi-
nantly the increasing number of 
school leavers and their parents, 
he responded by saying that 
“we monitor all the trends and 
the trends don’t indicate that 
there has been any dip in inter-
est, 
 any set of worries and so on 
and these are just not issues 
that we believe are arising.”

So despite a turbulent year 
for our college it has managed 
to remain a respectable institu-
tion and arguably one of the 
most racially diverse. We can 
also look beyond how close to 
our own lives terrorism came 
and continue to focus on the 
positive aspects of how mixing 
with other cultures can prepare 
us for the global world.

THE STUDENT, THE INTERNET AND 
THE SPECTRE OF FUNDAMENTALISM

By Claire Alexander

The Siddique home in Alva is cordoned off as police search for evidence linking former 
Metropolitan College student Mohammed Atif Siddique with suspected fundamentalist 
groups.

m

Immigration is a subject that 
everybody has something 
to say. The whole topic has 

hit a raw nerve with most of the 
general public. There is bad 
feeling towards those who are 
coming into the country to look 
for a better life. 

There have been suggestions 
that migrants receive more help 
with housing than UK citizens,  
crowd local GP surgeries, take 
jobs from citizens and their large 
numbers and putting a strain on 

public services. The government 
has recently admitted that they 
have no idea how many migrants 
are in Britain and there has been 
a list of errors made by them 
on the subject. Is it the fault of 
people coming into the country or 
is it the government’s fault over 
how poorly the whole situation 
has been handled?

In recent news it was claimed 
that half of the new jobs created 
by labour have gone to migrant 
workers, Many insiders have said 
that they have absolutely no idea 
what is going on. Chris Grayling 
has been quoted as saying they 
are “in a state of complete confu-
sion over the figures for migrant 
workers, they are floundering 
and nobody has any idea what’s 
going on.” With the current see 
no migrants, hear no migrants 
attitude its little wonder they 
messed up so badly.

 There have been fears that 
the number of migrants coming 
into the country is going to put 
major strains on public services 
like the NHS. There is the fear 
that migrants are going to bring 

the wages of lower paid work, 
like cleaning, down. 

It’s little wonder that people 
are angry. Although, to be fair 
these are not quite facts so much 
as speculations. According to 
Labour, more migrants create 
the need for more jobs. This is 
especially the case in rural  
areas. According to the govern-
ment more migrants are needed 
as there is a surplus of jobs to be 
filled. If this is the case then  
why are a great number of young 

people unable to find employ-
ment? 

Back in 2002 the govern-
ment called for more immigrants 
stating that they were desper-
ately needed to fill the gaps in 
employment; jobs that no one 
else could do or had the skills 
for. So with the government 
seeking them for work, they 
came. 

What we should remember 
is that in countries such as 
Poland they earn up to four 
times less than we do, if you 
were in the same situation 
where you could go somewhere 
you would be paid a higher 

See no migrant,
hear no migrant

By Jennifer Scally

m

Glasgow is well known for it’s rich and diverse culture

wage to support your family, of 
course you would go. So why is 
it different for us than for them to 
want a better life? 

Britain is facing a rise in un-
employment. In 2002 they called 
for migrants to come into Britain 
to fill the rising skill shortage. 
At the time there were many 
unemployed people who could 
probably been given apprentice-
ships and training to fill these 
jobs? The government simply  
did not fund training or appren-
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...The Big News

m

The Curse of Size Zero
By Pamela Wright

“I look in the mirror all I 
can see is a greedy fat 
pig. Why did I have that 

slice of toast? I pick and poke 
at my skin; the soft flabby 
flesh makes me want to throw 
up. Feel complete and utter 
rubbish but I put my smile on 
so everyone leaves me alone. 
I go downstairs, feel a little 
dizzy, Mum asks if I want an 
apple for the walk to school 
“No thanks I am full” I say, 
she looks at me with despair 
why can’t she accept that I 
need to lose weight, I need to 
stop being so greedy, I need 
to stop eating. I wish they 
would me leave alone.”

These are the heartbreaking 
words of a 17-year-old anorexic. 
Jennifer weighs a mere 6 stone 
but she thinks she is obese. At 
five feet and four inches tall she 
is far from fat.

I look at her gaunt face, her 

bony little hands claw away at 
her skin and I can’t understand 
why a pretty, clever, young 
woman with everything to live for 
would put her life in danger like 
this. She is just one of the grow-
ing numbers of young women 
with an eating disorder and what 
I want to know is why?

According to the Sandyford 
Clinic’s Bev Hunter there is an 
increasing number of young 
women aged between 16-25 
putting their health at risk to be a 
size double zero (a UK size 2).

The Eating Disorder 
Association estimates there are 
1.5 million people in the UK with 
some sort of eating disorder 
(including anorexia, bulimia and 
over-eating) and 20% of women 
exhibit some symptoms of an 
eating disorder yet fall short of a 
clinical diagnosis.

When over 80% of women 
asked in a recent survey 

slightly overweight must have 
some effect.

The media, which appears 
to be obsessed by the idea that 
“thin is beautiful”, puts tremen-
dous pressure on women to 
strive to be slim.

During my research I found 
out that the average UK women 
size is a 14 however, a UK man-
nequin is a size 8. This shows 
that women are being sent a 
message: you must be a certain 
way (thin) to be valued.

In a recent ITV documentary 
a group of teenage girls were 
asked how they rated their 
bodies on a scale to 1-10. The 
average was 6/7. They were 
then asked to read a fashion 
magazine for 20 minutes then 
asked to rate their bodies again 
the average this time was just 
4. The media undoubtedly has 
some effect on how young 
women perceive their bodies. 

(People Magazine) said they 
were dissatisfied with their 
bodies and even more worry-
ingly 37% said they would diet 
at a risk. We really must have to 
ask why the women of today feel 
like this?

Many blame the media for 
our body obsession. The fact 
that day after day we are bom-
barded with pictures of near-
skeletal celebrities, diet features 
and a media critical of the even 

Later in the documentary they 
found that 96% of the girls ques-
tioned said that models in maga-
zines made them feel insecure 
and 67% said they wanted to 
see real sized models. The fact 
that models only represent 0.3% 
of the population shows that the 
media ideal is unrealistic. 

Obviously there are many 
reasons for low self esteem but 
who do you know who is totally 
happy with themselves? I would 
argue that we all suffer from low 
self-esteem at some point so 
society’s ideal must influence 
young women. 

I would urge young women 
to seriously think about their 
attitude towards food and how 
they let the media affect them. 
It’s all too easy to slip from a 
normal diet to a full blown eating 
disorder. One year of continuous 
dieting can lead to the onset of 
Bulimia. Before you know it you 
could be suffering from, hair 
loss, brittle nails, spotty skin or, 
more seriously, osteoporosis, 
brain abnormalities or even 
heart failure (yes eating disor-
ders kill!).

Even if you manage to 
escape the physical manifesta-
tions, one point from a young girl 
I spoke to in a treatment centre 
that really strikes me is that, you 
can get your body back to being 
healthy but you never get back 
the time you lose.

Maybe the 26% of women 
I surveyed should think about 
that when they admit to staying 
home because they feel fat. Life 
is too short to spend time worry-
ing about your weight.

What do I think? Well, 
throughout my research I found 
that the media, in my opinion, 
affect people’s body image. So 
what I want you to ask yourself 
next you think about cutting out 
that meal because you’ve just 
looked at a picture of the likes of 
Posh Spice is: is it really worth 
it?

Above: Amy Winehouse has  lost weight dramatically as her popularity 
has grown.

 

Two men are trapped inside 
a steel cage fighting each 
other in front of thousands 

of blood-thirsty supporters.
Almost anything goes in this 

savage battle; kicking, elbowing 
and bare-knuckle punching.

The winner? Whoever 
remains conscious after 25 
minutes of brutal fighting.

You would think I was 
describing a scene from a 
Hollywood blockbuster like 
Gladiator.

In fact, this is the violent 
‘sport’ of cage fighting and it 
will be coming to the Braehead 
Arena next month for the second 
time in the space of a year.

Religious leaders, politicans 
and senior police officers are 
among a few of the groups who 
are protesting against the Cage 
Wars coming back to Scotland.

Yet the barbaric display 
has packed venues world-wide, 
attracts well-known celebrities 
such as Manchester United 
stars Wayne Rooney and Rio 
Ferdinand as well as pop group 
Girls Aloud. And its promoters 
deem the fighters as profes-
sional athletes.

So should the government 
allow this sport to come back to 
Scotland?

Glasgow MSP Sandra White 
is adamant the sport should not 
return to Scotland and she also 
believes the sport promotes 
gang culture – a major problems 
in the west of Scotland.

She insisted: “I don’t think 
it’s a sport at all and it is  
dangerous. It is hyped up as 
entertainment and seems to be 
all about making money.

“It is like a human form of 
dog or cock fighting. We are 
trying to get our kids off being 
hooked on violence and gang 
culture – this doesn’t help.”

Deputy Superintendent 
of Strathclyde Police, John 
Carnochan, finds the fact 
parents allow youths as young 

as 12 to attend the display is the 
most worrying aspect.

He said: “While I do not 
claim to have a clear under-
standing of what is involved in 
cage fighting, I do know there is 
a fine line between what some 
people would describe as sport 
and others as violence.

“The idea that people are 
prepared to pay to see this kind 
of activity is concerning.

“More concerning is why any 
parent would take their child to 
witness such a thing.”

The Church of Scotland is 
also opposed to it.

Morag Mylne, the convener 
of the Church of Scotland’s 
Church and Society Council 
said: “From what I know about 
cage fighting, it does appear 
to be a fairly grotesque and 
unsporting spectacle.”

Promoters of cage fighting 
however, dismiss the criticism.

John Burrows, the Cage 
Wars events producer, boasted 
the men who compete in the 

battles are top class athletes 
and it has a strict safety level.    

He said: “This is the oldest 
competitive sport in the world 
with an incredibly high safety 
record.

“It also involves some of the 
most competitive athletes in the 
world.

“The guys who take part in 
this work very, very hard. They 
train as professional athletes.

“This is not some kind of 
street brawl. Fighters are able  
to submit like in Judo or the 
referee can step in.”

Medical groups have carried 
out research on the sport and 
found the effects can cause dra-
matic brain injury, joint injuries 
and fractures.

Also, the death of Douglas 
Dedge in the Ukraine nine  
years ago put the safety levels 
of the sport into serious doubt 
– although it was an unsanc-
tioned bout.  

Paul Griffin of the British 
National Martial Arts Association 

insisted the claims are being 
over hyped.

He said: “The issue is being 
sensationalised. There are strict 
rules governing these fights and 
there is a good safety record.

“But the bottom line is that 
people have a choice over 
whether they take part, they 
should not be dictated to.

“There have been no seri-
ous injuries in the history of the 
Ultimate Fighting Championship. 
The worst case there has been 
was a broken arm.

“Sports such as rugby, 
Formula One and horse riding 
have more injuries. The death 
in 1998 was little more than an 
organised bar fight, it was not an 
Ultimate Fighting Championship 
bout.

“There are stringent rules in 
our fights and we have doctors 
on the sidelines. The BMA criti-
cism is without foundation.”

This debate is certain to 
rattle a few cages in years to 
come.

Don’t try this at 
home kids By Kristian Truelsen

m
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The Big Noise

   here is a general feeling of enthusiasm 
around offices when it’s a bank holiday Friday 
in the sense that there is a long weekend 
ahead of your average Joe Bloggs. Glasgow 
Central train station is heaving with suits and 
ties flooding onto trains, when what each 
person should really have been doing was 
hitting up Sleazy’s and witnessing an hour of 
music that will truly live in minds forever.

I caught up with Manchester Orchestra     
singer/songwriter Andy Hull before the bands 
show in Sleazy’s to talk about best friends, 
good times and Sunday school.

Ironically, the band are not from 
Manchester, nor are they an Orchestra. They 
are however a 5-piece rock band from Atlanta, 
Georgia and astonishingly have an average 
age in the band of just 19.

The band name was derived from the in-
fluence that The Smiths had over Hull and the 
way in which Morrissey perceived Manchester 
as a city filled with working class heroes, and 
this was seriously appealing; “I think from 
what I’ve heard and read about Manchester, 
it’s a very industrial town, very regular kind-of 
hard-working people and I loved the idea of 
an orchestra or a band representing that.” 
Although it is difficult to compare the band 
musically to The Smiths, the lyrical ability of 
Morrisey is seriously apparent in Hull. “He 
wrote some things that were just jaw-drop-
ping. Things that make you go ‘Oh my god, 
how did he just say that?’ I love it man.”

Whilst the deprived city-life lyrics obvi-

ously have a major influence, the Church 
upbringing also plays a role in what Hull has 
to say in his writing. “I think our music repre-
sents growing up in the South, growing up in 
a family raised in the church. Then there is 
our struggle of turning from kids that grew up 
in Sunday school, into trying to figure out our 
own beliefs.” This is evident from the hair-rais-
ing conclusion of stand-out track ‘Where Have 
You Been?’ when Hull screams to the skies; 
“God my God, where exactly have you been?”

2007 has been a good year for the band, 
with their constant touring schedule and 
seriously impressive debut album putting 
them into the spotlight. Manchester Orchestra 
are becoming very well-known in the States 
due to television appearances and a full 
US tour with Kings of Leon. However, when 
questioned on the bands distinctive sound 
having the same effect this side of the blue, 
he was left bemused; “Honestly, I have no 
idea. We will keep coming back here, and we 
are hoping to achieve the same success. If 
we don’t I’ll understand why of course” said a 
politely spoken and somewhat older-than-his-
age looking Hull. “Over here, we are play-
ing 150 capacity rooms, and there’s like 70 
presale tickets, and that is better than some 
cities in the US!”

The beautifully crafted and mature sound-
ing debut album “I’m like a Virgin Losing a 
Child”  came out in the UK in September and 
it is an inevitable matter of time before this 

ticking time-bomb of a band explodes and the 
unknowingly listener is blessed. It is an album 
which devours grunge and indie-pop together 
with such passion and emotion, that by its 
conclusion, the listener will feel truly speech-
less.

Nice n Sleazy’s was filling up quite well 
and there was a real feeling of anticipation 
inside the venue. People had travelled from 
all round the country to witness this perform-
ance, and it was sure to be one that they 
would never forget.

During this hour-long set, Manchester 
Orchestra turn Sleazy’s on its head and ulti-
mately leave the crowd with little to do except 
stand in a completely awe-inspiring state, 
silently adoring the musical brilliance that has 
just went before them.

The band race through tracks such as 
debut single ‘Wolves at Night’, the anthemic 
‘Colly Strings’, the spine-chilling (I’m literally 
running out of superlatives) ‘Where Have 
You Been?’ and the quite simply breathtaking 
folk-rendition of ‘Sleeper 1972’ – in which Hull 
has the entire venue in complete silence as 
he calls out “When my dad died / His soul flew 
right up in the sky and I cried myself to sleep / 
I still see you inside of this God-awful house.”

Andy Hull arrived back on stage post-
encore, armed with an acoustic guitar in one 
hand and the musical world in the other. “The 
party’s over / Turn off the lights / All good 
things must end,” soared throughout this 
small City venue. For the first time, Glasgow’s 
busiest street seemed to be at a complete 
standstill. The creaking of the doors was the 
only thing to be heard as Hull’s beautiful voice 
faded away until next time.

“I’m Like a Virgin Losing a Child” is out now on 
Interscope/Favourite Gentleman Records.

/   Written by Andrew Burns
/   Designed by David Burns
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The Big Noise

Marc and David Addison 
a.k.a Big Noize are 
probably the most ex-

citing up and coming DJ group 
to grip the Glasgow club scene 
in a long time.

They were relatively unknown 
individuals until the JAMA night 
grabbed the Arches by the “haw 
maws” and made sure people 
would remember their name. 

I caught up with the Addison 
brother’s a.k.a Big Noize before 
their big debut at the relatively 
fresh night in Glasgow’s premier 
club:

How did it feel knowing that 
you were going to make you 
debut in arguably Scotland’s 
most prestigious nightclub?

Marc - There’s no words to 
describe it really, we’ve been 
excited about playing big clubs 
before but the Arches is in a 
whole other league! It was voted 
the 10th best club in the entire 
world by world-class DJ’s who 
have played in the past, so you 
can forgive us for being a bit 
nervous.

Do you have any nerves 
about the JAMA night in the 
Arches?

David - We have mixed 
feelings about playing the 
Arches, we’ve both played 
enough gig’s not to be nervous 
but as I said before the Arches 
is a different story altogether, 
nerves are a big part of every 
gig you play but once you get up 
there with the crowd all waiting 
in anticipation it all goes out the 
window, there’s no other feeling 
like it!

This is the first time that the 
Addison brothers are DJing 
together, has there been any 
disagreements since the date 

was announced?
David - None at all, at first 

we weren’t sure if it would work, 
it’s the same with any team, but 
we’re both into the same type of 
music generally and both have 
similar level of skills on the decks 
so there’s not much for us to 
disagree about.

How does it feel to know 
that you will be DJ’ing in Ibiza 
next summer in Plastik?

Marc - We’ll also be playing 
in Hush next year near the end 
of the season; we’ll be taking 
the JAMA name to the White 
Isle for the second year in a row 
for some underground electro 
nights. Keep your ears peeled for 
Big Noize at JAMA in Glasgow, 
Berlin in Edinburgh and Ibiza. 
Who knows after that. We feel 
that you only get out what you 
put in, hard work, perseverance 
and good tunes.

There was a sublime 
performance unfolding in front 
of the heavily dilated eyes of the 
crowd. It had everything; energy, 
passion, excitement.

Judging by the reactions to 
the JAMA crowd afterwards, it 
is definitely worth keeping ears 
open for Big Noize in 2008.

By Chris Costello

Glasgow Barrowlands
27th October 2007

caughtlive

The lights fade to a mass of 
screams and small light-
flashes from the crowd as 

the roof almost parts ways with 
the Barrowland’s four walls. 

St Alban’s Enter Shikari 
have come a long way in the 
past few years and tonight would 
prove why they are one of the 
UK’s most exciting exports.

Rather than the expected 
“Glasgow meet Enter Shikari” 
start, the crowd witnesses a 
peculiar wolf-like-creature-from-
the-woods figure standing on 
a dark stage. It was eerie but 
highly original and effective.

The serious stuff wouldn’t 
last long, surely? Inevitably, four 
lads run on stage dancing to 
an interlude to begin a set filled 
with energy, passion, flashing 
lights, a sacrificed Jesus Christ By Andrew Burns

Marc Addison; One half of Big Noize 

in flames, branded condom 
distribution and a nu-rave wolf 
– yes, that’s right, a wolf, and 
he’s “nu-rave”. He was even 
wearing a 90’s shellsuit. Brilliant!

Highlights include Return to 
Energiser incorporating Ibiza-
like harmonies with modern 
hardcore, acoustic-ballad Adieu 
and new song Acid Nation, 
which according to singer, Rou, 
is about “being surrounded by 
a salvation of pessimism and 
perseverance”, 

Latest single, Johnny Sniper, 
which is the band’s most chart-
friendly song, was the stand out 
track and went down a treat. 

The band are feeding off the 
crowd’s relentless energy and 
there’s a feel-good atmosphere 
coming from the famous 
ballroom as two-thousand 
people sing in unison; “This is all 
I need to feel alive”.

Your Sound truly has 
blossomed into a great 
Sunday afternoon’s net-

working and socialising event.
It is an event that was started 

two years ago in Glasgow Stereo 
by Rachel Grimes, the current 
Kaiser Chiefs tour manager, 
and looked after today by Fiona 
Rosie and her team. 

King Tut’s has become the 
home for this monthly happening. 
Within the venue it is possible 
to walk amongst new bands 
with great ambitions as well as 
the people who want to make 
these dreams turn into real life 
success.    

The bar is packed with 
enthusiasm for helping new 
music progress. To do this, many 
seminars are held on areas such 
as music sales and distribution. 
The event allows for aspiring 
musicians to discover the 
business side of music, to give 
unsigned bands the opportunity 
to fulfil their potential and to allow 

these bands to broadcast their 
music to a varied audience.

 Malky B, resident DJ is no 
stranger to the promotion of 
new bands. He discovered Your 
Sound while writing for ’The 
Skinny’ and tells of how the event 
evolves around “people helping 
people”. This being evident 
through their effort to treat the 
musicians as friends rather than 
aspiring business opportunities.

This is in someway lost by 
the fact that most people will 
be wearing name badges but 
is more than made up by the 
friendly atmosphere. What Malky 
finds most important about Your 
Sound is its openness to all 
music genres. Malky’s DJ set 
ranges from experimental pop 
groups such as Orange Juice 
influenced Zoey Van Goey to a 
more heavy rock style such as 
Orkney based Kobayashi.

For all music styles there 

By Oonagh Brown

How the hell are Mute Math 
not taking over the world 
by now?

 Okay, maybe that’s a bit 
ambitious. However this is a band 
that has come out of nowhere 
and are absolutely stunning.

Mute Math, the full length, 
has the kind of infectious guitar 
riffs and Sting-esque vocals 
that could potentially take over 
a small country. Yet, mixed in 

together there are mind-blowing 
electronics, randomly hip-hop 
influenced drums and the kind of 
bass lines that both The Jam and 
Mylo would be proud of.

The album contains so many 
subtle layers within each track 
that will only be noticed and 
genuinely appreciated upon each 
listen. 

This beautifully crafted album 
gives off a feeling of Bloc Party 
fighting with Imogen Heap, while 
a synthesiser sits and cries in the 
background over these machines 
that have truly put it to shame.

Mute Math won’t hide in 
the shadows for much longer. 
Expect to see or hear about this 
band soon, or you could take my 
advice and check them out now. 
You can thank me later, okay?

are many opportunities. John 
Linton, photo journalist, feels 
that providing help for musicians 
is also great experience for 
journalists. In his line of work 
he feels opportunities like this 
to meet people face to face are  
absolutely vital.  

The most recent development 
at Your Sound is the band 
stand at Inverary’s Connect 
Festival. The stage provides a 
perfect promotion for music and 
motivates bands to get involved.  
At this year’s festival bands like 
Twilight Sad were at the forefront, 
gaining opportunities to support 
giants such as Idlewild and Beirut. 
Bound to appear at the next 
Connect are musicians like Lou 
Hickey, November’s artist of the 
month.

The latest edition of The 
Rough Guide to the World  
named Glasgow as a centre for 
hearing new music. Your Sound 
contributes greatly to this.

This event enables more 
talent to grow, it has to be 
recommended to anyone with an 
interest in the music industry. 

cdreview

Whether you love them or 
you hate them, surely 
you have to give credit 

to Flood of Red where it’s due. 
This is a band that has toured the 
UK constantly for 3 years now on 
little-to-no money and forever-
breaking-down vans. However, 
2007 has been a good year for 
the Scottish post-hardcore lot 
and it seems as though 2008 is 
welcoming the band with open 
arms.

Having toured in the past with 
success stories such as Enter 
Shikari and The Blackout, is this 
finally set to be the year of the 
Flood? If latest release Lost In 
The Light has anything to say for 
it, then that is a likely statement.

The musical craft of the band 
has came on leaps and bounds 
as every release from the band 
sounds even more impressive.

The band are creating 
a sound that is somewhat 
original and can be difficult with 
comparison at times.

A minor flaw of Lost In The 
Light being the slightly weaker 
sounding re-release of “Oh yes, 
there will be blood”, however the 
absolutely oustanding “Making 
life easier since 1989” makes up 
for it in abbundance.

The vocals soar into the sky 
whilst the guitars harmonise to 
perfection. Flood of Red are a 
tip for 2008, a tip not to be taken 
lightly. 

www.kingtuts.co.uk/yoursound

By Andrew Burns

cdreview

When asked to write 
about my favourite 
album of 2007 I was 

unsure of what was expected of 
me, just like I was unsure of what 
to expect from Lady’s Bridge 
– how could Richard Hawley 
possibly follow-up his magical 
Mercury Music Prize nominated, 
‘Coles Corner?’

In time however, I would 
realise that this wasn’t just an 
album, but a companion, as 

Richard was to become like an 
imaginary friend to me in audio.

Lady’s Bridge is easy 
listening, there’s nothing on the 
album that would make you want 
to get up and dance to but that 
doesn’t mean it’s not moving. 
Although, at times the album 
suffers from over production as 
Richard’s voice is sometimes lost 
in the grand opera-like sound.

He’s a very talented musician 
and songwriter that has been 
compared to thelike of Sinatra, 
Orbison and Cash by critics but 
in this day and age he is unique. 
I think his best quality is the 
fact that you can relate to his 
charming, humble and soothing 
songs and there are plenty of 
them on Lady’s Bridge. 

The only question left is, how 
is Richard Hawley going to follow 
this one up?  

By Michael Dott

By Andrew Burns
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The  Big  Entertainment

Pure comedy genius came 
zooming into Glasgow’s 
Clyde Auditorium this 

chilly November and although 
we’re used to seeing household 
names bringing their live shows 
on the road, few will tell you that 
Glasgow is an easy gig.  

In many ways it’s an acid 
test for just how well a performer 
can get the crowd on-side and, 
of course, how well they deal 
with hecklers.

This time round, the legen-
dary Bill Bailey chose the Clyde 
Auditorium to kick off his brand 
new Tinselworm tour.  Almost 
three thousand braved the 
howling winds and the hip-hop 
hoodies, queuing to see 50cent 
next door at the SECC, to wit-
ness the award winning, comedy 
genius that brought Part Troll to 
the Edinburgh Fringe in 2003.

Mark ‘Bill’ Bailey – the brav-
est comedian to walk on stage 
in Glasgow sporting a goatee 
beard, wild, scarecrow hairdo 
and performing musical comedy, 
without showing himself up as a 
pale Billy Connolly impersonator. 
Bailey clearly demonstrates that 
he is very much his own, unique 
creation.

In a crowded industry of 
excellent comedians, Mr Bailey 
definitely sticks out from the 
pack. With a wacky personality, 
he had us all over the stage with 
his  ad-hoc antics and bizarre 
big- screen slide shows. Best 
known for his sharp, witty banter 
as a regular on Never Mind the 
Buzzcocks, it has to be said, 

he’s a much crazier animal 
indeed, when let loose off his TV 
leash.

Despite the shambolic way 
his mind seems to work, his 
humour is loaded with insight 
and split-second timing. Beneath 
the random wackiness however, 
is a deeply thoughtful individual 
who uses his show to poke fun 
at the absurdities of modern life 
and as a platform for his obvious 
moral outrage at the state of 
world. George W. Bush features 
heavily in most comedy line-ups 
these days but Bailey spoofs up 
the animations over a big screen 
and proceeds to warp their 
mouths into an side-splitting, 
political mock-up.

Bailey moulds a style com-
pletely of his own and he can 
take his gags from playground 
level to an intellect of alien pro-
portions that has you doubled 
up with laughter. Then just as 
he knows he’s given off the 
impression of being a total class 
clown, he strikes you with a killer 
anecdote that you wouldn’t have 

seen coming, if you were armed 
with a Hubble Telescope! 

The musical talents he punc-
tuates his show with, are always 
first class, and at any given 
moment, he was likely to break 
into an improvised jazz version 
of the national anthem using his 
brilliant skills with instruments, 
tempo, sound and song to gel 
the whole experience together 
under one huge ‘gong’, which 
he repeatedly hammered whilst 
being egged on by a packed au-
ditorium of rowdy Glaswegians. 

He took Glasgow on with a 
big bang and he got the whole 
place engulfed in his weird, intel-
ligent, unhinged, childish and 
utterly brilliant bubble. Bill Bailey 
live is a cosmic, comedy experi-
ence and who’ll definitely create 
some hilarious memories the 
next time you see his shaggy 
hair on TV.

Tinselworm DVD can be 
purchased soon, or check out 
website www.billbailey.co.uk  for 
any forthcoming tour dates and 
more information.

By Tricia 
Wright

Live
Thursday 8th 
November 2007 
Clyde Auditorium
Glasgow

m

The schism between arty, 
left field sitcom projects 
and cheerful mass appeal 

sketch shows is growing. The 
aloof vanity project market is 
in danger of losing its fan base 
entirely.  The only option left is 
running to the hills of ‘view-on-
demand internet’. Meanwhile the 
populist sketch shows despite 
drawing in huge numbers are 
as dead as that rather infamous 
parrot.

For the sketch show, the 
glory days of Monty Python, 
Beyond the Fringe, Whose Line 
is it Anyway? are long gone 

and have been replaced with 
the uninspired repetitive nature 
of Little Britain, The Catherine 
Tate Show, Touch Me I’m Karen 
Taylor, The Armstrong and 
Miller Show. Instead of being a 
blend of recurring themes and 
new jokes, these sketch shows 
revolve around a handful of 
outrageous  (read grotesque) 
characters doing ‘crazy’ things 
destined and designed for 
school ground banter and 
ringtones. On the surface it’s 
so ‘radical’ and ‘out there’ but 
in reality it’s bland, catchphrase 
driven and boring.

Emerging at the same time 

as these tacky, populist offer-
ings are a new wave of elitist, 
niche projects, indulgences on 
the part of comedians who see 
themselves as above the rat-
ings game; comedy as art, real 
life comedy, gritty naturalistic 
dialogue. They create edgy, 
jarring and occasionally brilliant 
material - but nobody watches it.

Partly to blame for this 
trend over the past few years 
is digital TV and the arrival 
of BBC3 and BBC4. There’s 
always been the idea that BBC1 
is more mainstream and BBC2 
offbeat but the ultra versions of 
each channel, BBC3 and BBC4 

respectively, take this to new 
extremes. This means BBC4 
contributes the highbrow The 
Thick of It and Lead Balloon and 
BBC3 is a breeding ground for 
such low common denominator 
fodder as Two Pints of Lager 
and Packet of Crisps and Titty, 
Titty, Bang, Bang.

So who are the winners 
in this conflict? Sketch shows 
have been hijacked for their 
mass appeal and merchandising 
possibilities and a generation of 
conceited sitcoms have been al-
lowed to drift into flights of fancy.

As you might expect, the 
real profiteers are those who 

The 
Last 

Laugh

By James Cathcart

manage to find the balance in the 
middle. They have been growing 
at the same time as BBC3 and 
BBC4 have been pushing the 
divide between the conventional 
and the cult; sitcoms which can 
still disturb and provoke but 
are warm hearted and respect 
their audience.  Spaced, The 
Mighty Boosh, Green Wing and 
from overseas Flight of The 
Conchords, 30 Rock and Scrubs. 
These shows incorporate that 
vitality and experimentation of 
the sketch show but stick it in the 
sitcom formulae by proving to be 
both commercially viable and a 
hit with the critics. m

New wave comedy: the 
Might Boosh (left) and 
Green Wing (below) Lucky there’s a Family Guy 

indeed. The Griffins are 
back for Season Six which 

is on DVD now. Rhode Island’s 
favourite first family are back 
to serve up their distinctively 
twisted and outrageous trials and 
tribulations. 

Peter Griffin, the brain child 
of comedy writer and creator 
Seth MacFarlane, is unstoppable 
in this new series, which is a 
must have this Christmas. 

Packed full of extras, this 
DVD is the perfect gift for the 
Griffin in all of us.

To think that they had the 
show cancelled baffles me. It 
may be the result of five years of 
conditioning, but fans of Family 
Guy should find season six the 
fastest, funniest and edgiest yet. 
It’s not the stories themselves 
that raise the biggest laughs but 
the offhand remarks and nonstop 
pop referencing. The new season 
dives deeper into the pool of 80’s 
movie cheese than ever before. 

Definitely worth a mention 
for Santa to leave under the 
Christmas tree in 2007.

Victory 
is ours!

By Chris Costello

m

Peter and the boys experiment with 
ipecac.

The  Big  Entertainment
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FIFA 08 Vs PRO-EVO 2008
By Thomas Alexander and Thomas Allan

There are only three things 
that I get genuinely excited 
doing. The first is none 

of your business, the second is 
watching a scintillating game of 
football, and the third is playing a 
new instalment of Pro Evolution 
Soccer (PES) for the first time. 
Will it beautifully and skilfully 
shimmy by all markers previ-
ously set, like Portuguese winger 
Ronaldo who fronts its cover?  Or 
would it brake down in a ghastly 
injured heap like Michael Owen, 
who also lurks on the packaging?

Admittedly the graphics and 
play are not greatly improved 
from the previous version, 
however some subtle changes 
on top of all ready breathtaking 
capabilities, make it magnificent 
to play. 

The free flowing style it pos-
sesses allows players to control 
Kaka, Ronaldinho or Messi 

like they play in real life. There 
are no static and zombie-like 
movements such as that of rivals 
FIFA, making it an unbeliev-
ably authentic experience. New 
tricks have been made available 
which can be joyous, though not 
over elaborate like other football 
games are guilty of. 

Another aspect of PES 2008 
is how the ball flows far more 
fluently than previous editions. It 
is treated as a different unit from 
the game altogether, allowing it 
to simply hover freely around the 
pitch, at the mercy of the player. 
Wherever and whenever you 
want to pass it, cross it or shoot 
it, you can do so. 

In what will probably be the 
last version of PES available for 
the PS2 as we move into a new 
generation of consoles, Konami 
have produced a triumph with 
simple and effective additions. In 
fact it’s so good that by playing 
I can effectively achieve those 
three things that excite me. 

For those in the gaming 
world the year 2007 marks 
the release of Halo 3 and 

Pro Evolution Soccer 2008. 
These are to name but a few that 
have been eagerly anticipated. 

The release of FIFA 2008 on 
the other hand, has been met 
with little enthusiasm. 

 
In recent years FIFA has 

fallen from far from its perch as 
the best football game around. 
Pro Evolution Soccer has sup-
planted FIFA with its fiendishly 
addictive arcade-style gameplay.

FIFA 08, appearing a full 
month before PES 2008, has 
taken a badly needed head start.

On the face of it, FIFA ap-
pears to be visually impressive 
with the crowds looking more 
animated than ever and the usual 
official club strips once again 
bring an element of realism to 
the game. The sharp and smooth 
movements of the players and 

the rejuvenated ball physics, 
alone, inject some much needed 
adrenaline straight into the weary 
heart of FIFA.

FIFA 2008 also offers game-
play that exceeds expectations. 
With the new manual passing 
feature you are allowed more 
control of through-balls and also 
allows you to cross the ball in 
manually, using  your own judge-
ment of course. FIFA’s days of 
the appalling interactivity seem 
like a bitter dream as the new 
addition from EA Sports makes 
FIFA faster and more enjoyable, 
to say the very least. 

Parting with your hard earned 
cash this year will not be a strug-
gle and FIFA 08 would make a 
great Christmas buy. The revival 
of FIFA has certainly proved that 
there is light at the end of the 
tunnel. 

mm

Can you tell the difference? FIFA 08 (left) and PES 
2008 (right)

The Big Games

FIFA 08 and PES 2008 are both available on Xbox 360, PS2 and PS3.

The third in the Prime series is possibly the best in the trilogy. 
The average consumer might think Samus is just a two-bit 
Master Chief copycat despite the Metroid series predating 

Halo by over 10 years and this instalment being harkening back to 
its 2-D ancestors in its own way.

It is unfair to class Prime 3 as a first-person “shooter” because 
it is based more around exploration and puzzle solving than simply 
gunning down alien after alien in your wake. As you progress you 
upgrade Samus Aran’s robotic suit, learning to grapple onto and 

swing from overhangs, freeze 
lava and summon her spaceship 
to demolish huge obstacles. 
These upgrades allow you to 
backtrack within the open envi-
ronments and bypass obstacles 
you could not have before, 
either furthering your progress or 
uncovering secret items. 

Of course there is a lot of 
combat as well and using the 
Wii’s remote to aim and turn is 
surprisingly intuitive at both ex-
ploring the landscapes and gun-
ning down space pirates. Finding 
every single secret power-up will 
keep you going for a long time 
and with lots of fun while doing it, 
Prime 3 is no doubt a remarkable 
end to the trilogy.

Mario returns to his two-dimensional platforming roots but 
with plenty of twists to the formula. Now Mario and his two 
companions can level up and become stronger along the 

way. They have access to a multitude of special abilities like placing 
bombs, tossing around smaller enemies and flipping sideways in their 
paper-like form to fit through thin passageways.

Of course the most touted ability is temporarily being able to flip 
from a 2-D viewpoint to a 3-D one to uncover hidden objects and path-
ways. An impossibly wide chasm that you can’t jump over? Just flip 
around and you’ll see the mountains in the backdrop have become a 

makeshift bridge. The only problem with the ability is that it sometimes 
feels overused and an easy solution to most puzzles.

While the game has its appeal, it becomes somewhat dull 
somewhere around the middle point. If you are interested enough to 
uncover the rest of the storyline (the characters and plot are amusing 
enough) you can probably breeze through, but if you expect the next 
generation of platforming then your best bet would be Super Mario 
Galaxy. The game is still worth playing if you overlook the obvious 
sameness halfway through.

Metroid Prime 3: Corruption

Super Paper Mario

m

m

By Keith MacDonald

By Keith MacDonald
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The Big Sports

Bravehearts
To think they called it the 

group of death. The group 
we did not stand a chance 

in. We were up against both 
World Cup 2006 finalists in the 
form of Italy and France, as 
well as quarter finalists Ukraine. 
Weren’t they wrong? Our lads 
took us all they way to the very 
last game. Racking up 24 points 
out of a possible 36 and contrib-
uting some of the most precious 
national footballing memories for 
over twenty years. 

 After the loss against 
Georgia on the 17th October, 
the stage was set for the do or 
die finale. As the weeks came 
and went it was clear that there 
was a lot of hype building up to 
the game. The Tennents Lager, 

atmosphere for weeks but here 
it was in the flesh.

My chosen destination for 
the big match was, similar to 
approximately six hundred fellow 
Scotland supporters, Merchant 
Square. Packed to capacity we 
huddled around BEER CAFE 
watching the game on, what 
seemed like a hand held, televi-
sion. 

The game itself was a 
disappointment. After looking 
forward to playing Italy since 
the defeat to Georgia the crowd 
was pumped up and ready for a 
battle. After a moment of mad-
ness from the Scot’s defence 
we found ourselves down 1 – 0 
to a Luca Toni goal after just 
seventy seconds. It was not 

‘Wherever it takes us, Whatever 
it takes’ ad campaign was on 
at least five times each day. 
Not to mention the fact it was 
becoming increasingly easy to 
purchase a ‘see you Jimmy’ hat 
and Saltire flag almost every-
where in Glasgow. The city was 
getting cranked to fever pitch, 
prompting a Scottish following 
like I have never witnessed 
before in my life.

 When Saturday came 
around as I stepped of the train 
in Glasgow shortly after 2:30pm 
I could hardly believe my eyes. 
Like a deleted scene from Mel 
Gibson’s epic, Braveheart the 
city was Buzzing, quite literally. 
Newspapers around the country 
had been slowly building the 

supposed to happen like this. 
Not without a fight. The crowd 
fell silent in Merchant Square 
and the atmosphere was getting 
weaker by the second before 
one group of supporters started 
the chant of: “We’re gonnae 
win 6 – 1”. The first half was 
dismal after the loss of such an 
early goal. Italy were on form 
and for the first 25 minutes, it 
looked as though it would be a 
cricket score. Alan Hutton came 
close to scoring with an unlucky 
header. David Weir also had a 
great chance cleared off the line 
by a well placed Andrea Pirlo.

 The second half was more 
promising for Scotland and we 
started to settle the game down 
a bit and play good football. 

game. We beat World Cup finalists, France, both home and 
away. We beat the quarter finalists, Ukraine, and we were 
also moved up to thirteenth in the FIFA world rankings. 

While the bitter taste of defeat may still be fresh in our 
mouths. We earned, not only a place in pot two for the world 
Cup 2010 draw, but self-respect for a nation who had all but 
lost their pride during the Berti Voigts era. We have a promis-
ing young group of footballers who have turned the world’s  
attention on to Scottish sport. If these players continue to 
develop and grow at the rate they are now, we will be  
present in every major footballing competition in the coming 
years.   

We were never too far away from an on-form Italy side. Our 
break through came on the 64th minute. Lee McCulloch’s 
shot after a Scottish free kick was palmed to the side by 
Gianluigi Buffon before captain Barry Ferguson latched on to 
the rebound and put the battling Scot’s level. The atmos-
phere was electric and the pictures of the ecstatic crowd 
in Hampden mirrored the now bouncing Merchant Square. 
However, the party atmosphere was not to be. After a 
sickening refereeing decision, one of many during the ninety 
minutes, Italy were awarded a free kick in a dangerous area. 
Ninety minutes on the clock and Pirlo put an inch perfect 
ball on the waiting head of Christian Panucci who placed the 
ball just beyond the reach of a diving Craig Gordon. Scottish 
hearts were shattered and we were beaten. 

The performance that our young lions put in throughout 
the whole tournament lifted the spirits of an entire nation. 
The national side done us proud but the dream was simply 
not to be. There are a lot of positives that can be taken 
from the campaign though. Not only did it take the World 
Champions till the ninetieth minute to finish us off in our final 

We’re proud of you lads
By Chris Costello

m

Where were you?

“I watched the game in Fat Boab’s 
in St Enoch Square and it was 
packed. The atmosphere was class 
but it got a bit depressing after the 
Italians scored. At the end of the 
day we were there for a good time 
and not a long time so we drowned 
our sorrows that night and just need 
to get back to normal now. We have 
got a good young side so I am look-
ing forward to seeing who we get 
for the World Cup qualifiers.” 

 “I had a ticket for the game. The 
atmosphere in Hampden was abso-
lutely electric. It was like a cup final 
for the fans so everybody was right 
up for it. I am gutted by the result 
but the lads done us proud and you 
can only hope that England don’t 
qualify either. ”

“I was in one of the big tents at 
Glasgow Green it was a good 
laugh. Had a few to many that day 
though so a didn’t get to see the 
Italy opener. Don’t really take much 
notice in Scotland so I’m not as gut-
ted as some people but it was still 
a bit grim that we didn’t qualify. We 
have a good national team these 
days so we can only get better.”

Gary Timmons, Sunior 
Salesman, 19

Andrew Sexton, Student, 22

Brendan Smith/ Sales 
Executive/ 24;

Train fare to Glasgow: £4.70
Scotland vs.  Italy match ticket: 
£27.00
Beverages before the big game: 
£20.00
Taking the world Champions to 
the wire and restoring the foot-
balling faith of a nation: PRICE-
LESS
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The Big Sports

Undefeated

Ricky “The Hitman” Hatton 
is just over a month 
away from his date 

with destiny. The bout, labeled 
“Undefeated”, takes place on 
December 8, 2007 at the MGM 
Grand in Las Vegas, the unof-
ficial boxing capital of the world. 

The sublime Mancunian wel-
terweight is facing the toughest 
night of his professional career 
in what is being dubbed, by the 
world’s media, as “the biggest 
fight of the decade”. Hatton has 
been a formidable force in world 
boxing since the turn of the 
century. 

Floyd Mayweather Jnr is 
a living legend in the sport. 
Mayweather is the undisputed, 
unbeaten World Welterweight 
Champion, and regarded as 
being the finest of his time. 

 “Pretty boy” Floyd 
Mayweather Jnr as he is known 
in the boxing world due to the 
lack of cuts or bruises after he 
fights, has a flawless record. 
Mayweather’s amateur boxing 
career speaks for itself with a 
record of 84 – 6. He won the 
Golden Gloves Championship 
in 1993 (at 106 lb), 1994 (at 
112 lb), and 1996 (at 125 lb).  
Mayweather is the undisputed 
champion in five different weight 

divisions; Super featherweight, 
Lightweight, Light Welterweight, 
Welterweight and Light 
Middleweight. An achievement 
that has never been accom-
plished before in the history of 
boxing.Mayweather decided 
to relinquish his WBC Junior 
Middleweight Championship 
and kept his WBC Welterweight 
Championship. On July 28, 
2007, it was announced that 
Mayweather will come out of his 
short retirement to face welter-
weight champion Ricky Hatton 
which will be promoted by Oscar 
De La Hoya’s promotion com-
pany “Golden Boy Promotions” 
and Floyd Mayweather’s 
“Mayweather Promotions”. 

The fight ranks along-
side, and in expectation even 
surpasses, the great British 
assaults on American turf: Ken 
Buchanan against Roberto 
Duran; both of Lennox Lewis’s 
fights against Evander Holyfield 
and Mike Tyson; Naseem 
Hamed against Kevin Kelley. 

If Ricky Hatton can eclipse 
the expectations of the world’s 
media and Beat Mayweather in 
his own back yard. Hatton will 
be considered to be on the very 
top shelf of world boxing and, 
given the quality of his opponent 

this would be an outrageous claim to make.  
Hatton’s critics would see him as a “one-

dimensional” fighter and think that he will be 
embarrassed and out boxed by the classy 
Mayweather. Hatton shows no  nerves as 
he trains for the big fight in the Betta Bodies 
gym on the outskirts of Manchester. Rest 
assured though, those nerves will be there 
on fight night. However, Hatton keeps hold 
of his fears and doubts better than most. He 
reckons that “Pretty Boy” Floyd will have the 
weight of the world on his shoulders when 
the bell rings in the Vegas. 

Hatton’s trainer, Billy Graham, has been 
in the Mancunian’s corner since his profes-
sional career began. Graham says; “Put it 
this way. Ricky’s very seasoned. He’s been 
in more situations than Floyd. He’s been 
knocked down, he’s been cut, he’s been 
widened’ he’s been rocked. It’s going to 
stand him in good stead. Ricky’s not shape 
worn, he’s battle hardened. There’s a big 
difference”.

“Pretty Boy” Floyd Mayweather not only 
has the bigger pay cheques and mouth 
but he also has the bigger reputation. For 
Mayweather a natural boxing talent has 
ensured he has never really been troubled. 
In his 38 fights of an 11 year professional 

career he has had one fight 
go to the wire: Jose Luis 
Castillo in the 2002 rematch 
for the Lightweight title. Not 
even in May 2006 against the 
great Oscar De la Hoya, who 
Mayweather beat convincingly. 
Mayweather has also beaten 
acclaimed champions in the 
shape of; Carlos Baldomir, Zab 
Judah, Sharamba Mitchell and 
Arturo Gatti.  

The “Hitman” could not be 
more different. Hatton talks with 
the quiet and dignified author-
ity of a man. Ricky Hatton has 
been an unbeaten professional 
for 10 years, and a world cham-
pion at 10 stone for the last  
six years. One of the most 
memorable highlights of Ricky 
Hatton’s professional career 
was against Kostya Tszyu 
in June 2005. Hatton was 
fighting in front of his fanati-
cal Manchester fans when he 
forced the outstanding Tszyu to 
quit in the 11th  
round. The Russian born 
Australian aged dramatically in 
that fight as Hatton shocked the 
boxing world. 

Ricky Hatton travels to  the 
US to try and cement his name 
into boxing history. Hatton is 
hoping that come December 8th 
he will defeat a true champion 
in Floyd Mayweather. This vic-
tory will be the biggest upset 
in recent times, given that 
Mayweather has a better profes-
sional record than the legendary 
Mohammed Ali.

The the hype is grow-
ing more intense as the days 
fall from the calendar to the 
main event. Ricky is building 
up support not only from his 
fellow Mancunians but from 
an entire country who want to 
see the ‘Hitman’ crowned WBO 
Welterweight Champion. The 
fight promises a stay-up-all-night 
fiesta of boxing on Sky Box 
Office. So, if you are a boxing 
fan who has been counting the 
days to the fight, or if you are 
just watching it because you are 
with mates, the night promises 
to be a modern classic. Come 
on the ‘Hitman’.

“Ricky’s 
not shape 
worn, he’s 
battle hard-
ened” m

but historically, this is one of the 
biggest scandals to hit sports 
since Mike Tyson’s imprison-
ment for rape.

In his absence the Falcons 
have sunken to the bottom of 
their division and third-bottom 
in the NFC. This is a disastrous 
outcome for a team that has 
always had the potential to be a 
deep playoff team. For Vick, the 
consequences are much more 
serious. His career in Atlanta is 
in tatters and with the prospect 
of prison time, a six-figure fine 
and further sanctions from the 
NFL he will be lucky if he ever 
takes to the field again as a 
professional football player.

Will his talent be lost to 
the NFL as a because of these 
mistakes? If he pays his dues 
then let us hope that he will be 
allowed to return to the league 
and dazzle us all again with 
what he is capable of.

tive partnerships with half-back 
Warrick Dunn and tight-end 
Alge Crumpler, which produced 
one of the NFC’s most exciting 
offenses.

In only two years, Michael 
Vick has gone from the league’s 
most marketable player to a 
pariah in what was described as 
“the most dramatic and rapid fall 
from grace that I’ve seen any 
athlete experience in contempo-
rary American sports” by agent 
Leigh Steinberg. The dogfighting 
charges, which will probably 
land Vick 12 – 18 months in 
prison, have destroyed the 
reputation of the man who was 
one of the most talented quarter-
backs the NFL has seen to date.

As the arrest broke, the NFL 
chairman issued an immedi-
ate and indefinite suspension 
on Michael Vick’s status as a 
player. The restrictions will be 
likely to last until Vick’s release 

Earlier this year the NFL 
was rocked by the indict-
ment of Atlanta Falcons’ 

star quarterback Michael Vick on 
dogfighting charges.

Vick, with a career 11,505 
passing yards for 71 touch-
downs, is a unique talent within 
the NFL. His all round abilities 
have made him a household 
name in Georgia. Not to mention 
his tendency to scramble out of 
the pocket when his opponents 
least expect it. At the Falcons, 
he formed strong and produc-

from prison, should he be jailed 
and perhaps beyond. These are 
likely to destroy what was an 
immensely promising career.

Vick pleaded guilty to the 
charges and will face sentencing 
on the 10th of December. He 
could face up to five years in jail 
and a $250,000 fine for his part 
in the dogfighting ring.

The reasons for taking up 
such a cruel and illegal sport 
can only be speculated upon. 
Too much time and money on 
his hands may have contributed 

Fallen 
Hero

By Ewan Aiton

m

Two very dangerous men: Ricky 
“Hitman” Hatton (above) and Floyd 
“Pretty Boy” Mayweather (right)

Victorious: Hatton

Unscarred: Floyd “Pretty Boy” Mayweather

Michael Vick: 
Will he ever play 

again?

By Chris Costello
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The Big Profile

It’s quiet at the top...

Speak to anyone who’s every worked in a restaurant and they’ll 
tell you that a kitchen is a scary, chaotic kind of a place. As 
chefs we all know it and in the right circumstances we thrive 

on it. Most of the time though, it just makes for some nasty Ramsay-
esque shouting and the faint-hearted members of staff getting 
reduced to floods of tears in the middle of service.

Also, any chef will tell you that the higher the standard of the 
food, the worse the chaos. In that, they would be wrong. There is a 
small, but extremely talented kitchen in Scotland that performs like no 
other.

That kitchen is in Andrew Fairlie at Gleneagles, Scotland’s only 
restaurant to have two Michelin stars. Here is a place where the 
calm in the kitchen is matched only by the tranquillity of the hotel’s 
spectacular Perthshire setting.

Andrew Fairlie, is a chef like no other. He has an impressive CV 
that stretches all round the world and includes being the first winner 
of the much vaunted Roux Scholarship, setting up two of Disneyland 
Paris’s restaurants and gaining a Michelin star at Glasgow’s One 
Devonshire Gardens well before Gordon Ramsay got his hands on it.

Where Andrew is he got through determination and through an 

unparalleled passion for food. He speaks plainly though. “I genuinely 
enjoy my job and, now that I have a business to run, it’s easy to get 
out of bed in the morning.” Andrew was offered the chance to set up 
shop at Gleneagles in 2001, an opportunity, which he describes as 
a ”no-brainer”. Since opening in May of that year the restaurant has 
gone from strength to strength.

The kitchen at Andrew Fairlie is unique. It runs like clockwork 
with the minimum of chaos. There is an almost serene air, even at 
the height of service. He is very lucky in having a head chef, Stevie 
McGlaughlin, who has been with him for 12 years.” He came to me 
directly from college and just to see the progress that he’s made over 

that time; he’s a very accomplished head chef now. In that respect 
it’s fantastic for me because I have someone in the kitchen who’s 
almost like a mini me.”   The rest of the brigade is made up of a team 
of equally focussed young men who Andrew seems to nurture quite 
gently. Watching the service is a true joy and Andrew’s passion is 
passed onto his junior chefs and then to the customers through the 
endless stream of meticulously prepared dishes that pour from the 
pass.

It’s not all easy though. The typical day begins around 10 or 11am 
when the chefs arrive to begin the day’s preparation. Each chef then 
prepares their mis-en-place until about 6pm when they set up their 
sections for the start of service at 7 o’clock, breaking only briefly 
to have dinner at 5pm. The restaurant serves from 7pm till 10pm 
Monday to Saturday with no lunch sittings at all. To get a reservation 
requires at least a months’ wait and it is fully booked every night of 
the week. Usually the chefs will be in the kitchen until around 1am.

The main thing now for Andrew is passing on his knowledge to 
a new generation of chefs. “Seeing young guys coming through the 
kitchen, leaving and going on to do fantastic things is great for me. I 
almost prefer to take someone with no experience that I can nurture 
and train and that gives me huge satisfaction. I love teaching. It is a 
young brigade and that’s the way I like it.” 

He tries to maintain a healthy atmosphere in which young chefs 
can develop happily. “I’ve seen both sides of it. I’ve been in very high-
pressure, almost brutal kitchen environments and I’ve been in very, 
not placid because, make no mistake, talk to the young guys who first 

come to work in our kitchen, the pressure is tremendous. As far as 
atmosphere goes, it has to be a pleasant atmosphere for me. I didn’t 
respond well to a very brutal environment. It just didn’t do it for me.” 

The influence of his first head chef plays a major part in his 
approach to the kitchen atmosphere. “I was kinda lucky again in my 
apprenticeship years. I worked with a guy called Keith Podmore who 
was a real gentleman in the kitchen and probably one of the best 
cooks I’ve ever worked with. Probably my approach stems right back 
to that. It was a great atmosphere to learn in. All the guys that were 
there enjoyed being there and learned an enormous amount and I 
think that carries over to my kitchen now.”

Of the future and the possibility of a third Michelin star Andrew 
is quite relaxed and almost philosophical. “It’s not something we’re 
actively going to go out and seek. I think a lot of chefs make the 
mistake that they do cook for guides and it’s the kiss of death with the 
financial constraints that puts on them. First of all, you have to cook 
for your customers. If we have a full restaurant every night, cooking 
at a level we’re comfortable with then I’m happy with that. If our cook-
ing gets Michelin’s attention and they say it merits three stars then 
we’ll take it.”

From watching his kitchen operate it is clear that another 
star is something that may well come with time. Andrew Fairlie at 
Gleneagles is a true example of the good things that come to those 
who wait. For Andrew all the hard work has paid off and he has built 
an environment that is not only creating good food but also a wealth 
of good young chefs in the process.

By Ewan Aiton

m

Andrew’s Head Chef Stevie 
McGlaughlin

Andrew’s foie gras with caramelised apples

The brigade at Andrew Fairlie’ws ready for 
another busy night

Andrew works carefully and meticulously

Andrew with his signature dish of smoked lobster with a lime and herb butter
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The Big Ass
Ask Uncle 

Tam...Q Just about anytime I’m 
alone in the house now, 
my 5-year-old German 

Sheppard dog will try and 
sexually entice me. If I’m sitting 
down on the settee, he will 
reverse into me suggestively, if 
I’m coming out of the shower he 
will be there licking himself inap-
propriately as I change. Jean-
Claude is a treasured and loved 
family pet but I just don’t feel 
safe around him anymore. It is 
really scaring me but I am afraid 
of telling my parents because 
it would be very embarrassing, 
what should I do?

A I have come across 
problems like this 
several times before and 

the solution is usually simple. 
It is probably because you no 
longer spend time and bond with 
Jean-Claude that you perhaps 
used to. German Sheppards 
are especially known for getting 
complexes over how they are 
valued in the family ‘pack’. 
This may be his way of offering 
himself to you in hope of a 
higher valuation by yourself. 
Similar tactics are known to 
be used in prisons, when one 
individual becomes another’s 
‘bitch’, which, ironically, is also a 
term for a female dog. My sug-
gestion would be to perhaps pay 
more attention and bond more 
with Jean-Claude. Perhaps take 
him more walks or re-hearse 
popular dance routines with him. 
Also treat him now and again 
with chew sticks or perhaps buy 
him a nice coat or leotard that 
are available in various sizes for 
canines now, because dressing 
up is great fun. Let him be your 
best friend, not your boyfriend.

Q Last week I watched a 
film called ‘Backdraft’ 
with my then girlfriend. I 

had never seen it before but it 
was her favourite film. The story 
of manly male tragedy and brav-
ery really connected with me. 
Since then I have had a recur-
ring dream where several hunky 
firemen are trying to rescue 
me from a fire. Our clothes 
proceed to burn off before a 
sprinkler system then dispenses 
quantities of a creamy cooling 
substance, covering me and the 
firemen making us slip on top 
of each other. After that it gets 
a little blue and there is a lot of 
hose innuendo. Since I began 
having this dream I have ditched 
my Backdraft-loving girlfriend 
and find myself attracted to 
various men. I have also slept 
with several men I met at clubs. 
I hadn’t realised until a ‘friend’ 
pointed it out to me that this 
might mean that I am gay. I 
immediately dismissed this idea 
because at school I was good 

A It seems that you may 
be suffering from what 
is known medically as 

‘Homosexual temparallis’. This is 
a condition that brings on the ef-
fects of being ‘gay ‘ temporarily. 
It is usually brought on through a 
compelling medium of entertain-
ment, in your case the movie 
‘Backdraft’, which convinces the 
brain for a period of time that it 
has homosexual leanings. It is 
a fairly rare disorder but famous 
past sufferers include Hitler and 
Joseph Goebbels after watching 
a Nazi play in their underground 
bunker, and Jimmy Saville 
after witnessing a Mr. Universe 
competition.    

There are no set times for 
recovery from it but no case has 
lasted any longer than three 
months. However recovery can 
be aided by quickly returning 

your lifestyle back to that of 
heterosexual male. You should 
do things such as drink Belgian 
beer, eat plenty of rump steak 
and constantly make sex pitches 
to women. Soon you should be 
back to normal but you should 
forever stay away from the film 
‘Backdraft’ and any other Kurt 
Russell movie for that matter.

Has Kurt Russell turned me GAY?

My dog wants 
my body.

at maths and excelled at sport. 
However secretly fear it may be 
the case, what can I do?

Our very own agony uncle 
Tam Allan-Cowan solves the 
problems no-one else can

Escape from L-Gay: The combination of 
Kurt Russell and fire-fighting has been 
known to have strange side-effects.

Puppy 
Love?

m

m

Everyone wants an iPhone for
ChristmasEvery year the media lets us know 

what gadget we all want to see 
when we open our presents 

on Christmas morning. A few years 
ago Apple struck gold when the iPod 
became the must-have item, and the 
American company look certain to have 
another happy Christmas this year with 
their latest gadget, the iPhone. But, is it 
worth the fuss?

When I first heard of the iPhone, the 
concept didn’t strike me as revolution-
ary. A mobile phone that doubles as an 
MP3 player hasn’t been a new concept 
since Sony released their Walkman 
phones 2 years ago. These days almost 

every mobile on the market can do 
that. So why is the iPhone so desired? 
When the iPhone was released last 
month there were queues outside 
Apple shops all over Britain, with 
people desperate to get their hands on 
it despite the £269 price tag. 

The specifications of the iPhone 
aren’t remarkable. The 2 megapixel 
camera doesn’t even have a flash or 
record video. With other phones on 
the market offering cameras with 5 
megapixels or more, it’s obvious this 
isn’t the reason everyone wants one. 
The memory isn’t particularly notewor-
thy either. Unless you splash out on 

By Richard Haddock

a memory card you only get 
8GB of flash memory.

The touch screen on the 
iPhone, whilst not revolution-
ary, is impressive. Even this 
isn’t the reason everyone 
wants one. The iPhone has 
the same indefinable quality 
that made the iPod so suc-
cessful. The iPod didn’t offer 
the best value for money of 
all MP3 players; nor did it 
have the biggest memory, 
best sound quality or battery 
life. Yet it is by far the biggest 
selling digital music player 
of all time, with over 110 mil-
lion sold so far. The reason 
for this is simple; it’s cool. 
That’s why everyone wanted 
one. It’s the same reason 
everyone wants the iPhone. 
And it’s why you probably 
won’t be too disappointed if 
you open your stocking on 
Christmas Day and find an 
iPhone tucked inside.

Above: If you want 
an iPhone for your-
self cut this one out, 
fold and glue.

Left: The many 
faces of the new 
iPhone

Right: Just check 
out these slinky 
dimensions

m

The Big Gadgets

Starting in the New Year will be The Big M 
Podcasts, available to download from the 
college website the week after Issue 2 

reaches distribution.
There will be news and sports coverage 

as well as highlights from the magazine and 
interview and music clips. Also the podcast will be 
involved in the competition and promotions tied 
into the magazine. The bite-sized podcast can be 

listened to online or alternatively it can nestle in, 
all lovely, between the songs on your MP3 player. 

If you’re interested in getting involved in the 
production or content side of the podcast contact 
me through metsubmissions@aol.com and 
address it to it I, the multimedia editor James 
Cathcart.

A Magazine For Your Ears!

m
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